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Our help for disadvantaged children in extreme poverty also 
includes children with various disabilities. In Ethiopia, for ex-
ample, 50 visually impaired young people are supported in their 
education in that they receive financial help, access to Braille 
books and computers as well as medical care. Three times a 
year they come to us for training and to develop various skills. 
We practice conversation with them, we help them deal with 
money, give them computer skills or practical know how, and 
also help them with their professional development. Our kitchen 
staff shows them how to clean and cook, the medical staff trains 
them in health and hygiene and from the social workers they 
receive helpful input on the subject of family and relationships..  

Continued on the next page >>

… WE ALSO HELP OTHER DISADVANTAGED YOUNG PEOPLE – IN YOUR NAME 
I’m always pleased to hear how Operation Rescue is working successfully, often in partly new areas. As well as children in extreme 
poverty and young people with visual impairment, HIV positive children, families in dire straits, unemployed adults and many more 
profit from our help. Thank you for enabling us to do all this through your donations and your trust. We’re pleased to pass on here a 
few stories of what effect this has on the lives of the poorest.

Christian Baumann
Operation Rescue Switzerland

Young blind interacting with computers and books with braile 

software. 

HELP FOR PEOPLE WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT 
AND SPECIAL NEEDS 



Ethiopia
ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND KNOW-
LEDGE FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

Under the VISSP Project (Visually Impaired Sponsorship and Sup-
port Project) we give visually impaired young people access to 
books, the Internet and barrier free communication. To do this we 
have various aids such as electronic text readers, Braille printers 
and 15 computers which they can use any time.
So that these young people are even in a position to be able to 
work with computers Operation Rescue regularly offers one week 
training sessions with JAWS. JAWS is a software which reads the 
text aloud. On the course the young people learn to use the compu-
ter and enter data and text. At the end of the course Negesti who’s 
in her third year studying at Mekelle University, said, ‘the training 
was very useful. It’s enabled us to use computers independently 
both in our studies and in our future professional lives. Even when 
the electricity failed for two days we kept learning. The teacher 
taught us various key combinations which are useful for us in using 
Office and the operating system. I hope we’ll have another training 
opportunity so we can keep practising.’
At their monthly meetings the young people can say where they 
need support. Many visually impaired people even in Ethiopia 
suffer from depression which makes them especially vulnerable. 
A further problem is that our young people go to a school whose 
computers are in a very poor condition. After a request by ORE 
staff the school has assured us that they will update and repair 
the computers during the summer holidays.

Nigisti with Maereg and Simon in their new rebuild house.

Various tools for visually impired youth.

A VOLUNTEER HELPS HIV POSITIVE MO-
THERS

Andrea, a volunteer from Switzerland, reports: ’Together with the 
social workers, I visited HIV positive mothers of ORE children to 
personally invite them to the ORE centre for a first gathering. I was 
able to meet 23 of them one Saturday morning in a very relaxed 
atmosphere. My main aim was that the mothers would build their 
own self-help network in which they would stand together, listen 
to each other, understand and mutually support each other. And 
that really worked. Groups formed very quickly, a group leader 
was elected and telephone lists created so that the women could 
contact each other at any time. There was some really excited 
discussion and the solidarity amongst them was very strongly in 
evidence. Real Women power! My time here in Ethiopia always 
seems too short for me. So that my work here has a lasting effect 
I’m going to work with the women again on my next trip.

HELP IN EMERGENCIES

Sometimes quick action is needed in emergencies. When Nigisti, 
mother to two of our boys, Maereg and Simon, went to work early 
one February morning everything was still fine. However, when 
she returned her house was burning fiercely and the neighbours 
were desperately trying to put the fire out with water and blankets.
Thank goodness no one was at home when the fire broke out, but 
the family lost everything. It was a huge shock for Nigisti. Des-
pondent and hopeless she was taken in by some good neighbours.
Through fast and uncomplicated financial help from the ORE UK 
and Ireland foundation we were able to rebuild her house where 
only the walls had been left standing, and buy the most essential 
furnishings for her. She and the children were so happy and gra-
teful that they could move into their new old house again.



Dancing is always a dream activity for many of the children.

Dance:  We teach the children classical, but also contemporary 
and regional dance styles. In the past few months we’ve given 
many performances with the result that the demand for dance 
classes has almost doubled: 20 students take dance classes in the 
mornings and 30 in the afternoons. We see huge progress not just 
technically in the children who show a love for and commitment 
to dance; they are also able to overcome their shyness in the 
performances.

Jiu Jitsu  The weaponless martial art, Jiu Jitsu, is designed to 
bring people closer together, especially as in today’s virtual world 
the opposite seems to happen. The principles which the youngsters 
learn are supposed to help them become peacemakers and faci-
litators even outside their training sessions. In lessons they learn 
not only strategies for self-defence but also conflict resolution. 
Here too new students show considerable progress after only a 

Brazil
SPORTING ACTIVITIES AS KEY

One important element in supporting our children in Brazil is the 
various sporting activities which are always carried out with the 
aim of teaching the boys and girls something which will help them 
in the future. The PE teacher Gisa takes up the story.

Physical Education:  In the first quarter of this year I set myself 
the goal of watching the students during lessons and matching 
them to their skill levels. I saw that some children had a lot of 
difficulty carrying out simple movements whereas other showed 
a good level of development in various activities. With these dif-
ferences in mind I was able to target more success in all areas. In 
the second quarter I wanted to facilitate better physical, technical 
and spiritual skills and therefore a higher quality of life through 
movement and sporting activity. Even if the results were not the 
same for all children, on the whole they were very satisfactory.

Football:  Although football is one of the most practised sports in 
the world there are still hurdles and barriers for some- here, for 
example there is still prejudice against girls playing football. This 
is something we want to abolish in our project.

In the first quarter it became clear to me that most of the child-
ren between 7 and 14 have difficulty working out sequences of 
movements. This is a necessary skill for working out and using 
tactics- in the offensive as well as the defensive. Other children, 
on the other hand, were very good at this, for example Eduarda 
and Alberto, both 14 years old. Eduarda is even more precise in 
this than Alberto. Usually our boys of a certain stage are quicker 
and more attacking in their movement than the girls, but when it 
comes to technical refinement they are often lacking, which is an 
area we want to improve.

We take part in football competitions in various age categories. 
Recently we have had good results, for example in January we 
got first place in Sao Bento with both boys and girls teams, in 
April we came second in Patos and in June in Santa Terezinha 
both teams won.



India

Johny, 5 years 
Jhony is a small boy who has been coming 
to our centre since August 2018. His father 
left his mother and, when his mother found 
a new partner and married him, she aban-
doned the little boy and moved to another 
location. Since then Jhony has lived with 
his grandmother on the street.

Jhony is a good and obedient child. In his regular visits to the pro-
ject centre we’ve seen that he knows his numbers and the English 
alphabet. He’s now learning to write them. His grandmother would 
like him to be admitted to a good school so that he can have a 
better future. She works as a rag collector and does what she can 
to care for Jhony, to support him and make him happy. We are 
now trying to enrol him in a proper school and are waiting for a 
response re his admission.

Ritu, 12 years
Ritu lives in a small house in Bowbazar 
Market along with her parents, four sisters, 
a brother and a brother in law. The house 
doesn’t have space for so many people but 
somehow they all manage to live there. Ritu 
belongs to a very poor family. Her father 
sells chickens and her mother works as a 
housemaid. Ritu went to school up till se-

cond Grade, but had to leave because of the family’s financial 
problems. 
She is a good student and would like to keep studying. We are 
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trying to get her admitted to school, but she is really too old for 
the Grade class she needs to enter on. We are still waiting for an 
answer to see whether there is any possibility for her.
Ritu was very shy to start with but now mixes better with the 
other children. She loves to play and dance. She would love to 
be a dance teacher one day. Ritu likes coming to the centre and 
especially likes how the teachers teach and spend time with her. 
She also loves the food at the centre; her favourites are rice, dal 
and chicken curry.

                              Jhimi, 11 years
Jhimi lives on the street neighbouring the 
centre. She lost her mother while she was 
very young. Her father did not care for her 
and left at some stage. Jhimi went to an 
English speaking middle school but had 
to leave when she had to move away. She 
now lives with her grandmother, a brother 
and three sisters on the street. Her grand-
mother is almost 70 years old and works 

as a housemaid. 
Jhimi wants to be a doctor to be able to look after sick and poor 
people. She’s been coming to the centre since 2017 because she 
likes learning, playing with friends and also she likes our food. 
She’s first here almost every day. We’re pleased to note positive 
changes in her behaviour and attitude. We’re also waiting for a 
response from a school for Jhimi as she is rather old for the stage 
she needs to enter on.

IN PREVIOUS REPORTS WE’VE WRITTEN ABOUT ACTIVITIES IN OUR CENTRE 
IN KOLKATA. NOTHING DEMONSTRATES THE NECESSITY OF OUR WORK SO 
STARKLY AS THE STORIES OF THOSE WHOM WE HELP – SO LET US TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE LIVES OF SOME OF OUR CHILDREN.


