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Dear friends of Operation Rescue

Life writes many stories in 25 years. Twenty five years ago in 2000 
we opened the gates of our first centre in Mekelle in Ethiopia. 
Since then, one centre has become nine, from one project country 
we’re now involved in three more, and a small gang of children has 
grown into a really big, you could say enormous, crowd.

In our next newsletter you’ll find out more about our anniversary 
festivities which took place in Ethiopia in July. This time we wanted 
to bring you closer to the stories of some of the children who’ve 
come through our doors during these 25 years. They serve to 
represent all those destinies we meet day in day out. For most 
of them ORE becomes their second family – sometimes the only 
family they have. Without the project they would live on the streets, 
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be exposed to criminality and abuse or would have little or no 
chance of a better education and with that a better future.

We work tirelessly to enable more and more children and families 
to experience change. And that is where you, dear readers, play 
a central role. With your donations we can work for another 25 
years where help is needed most.

Ah and by the way, maybe you don’t know me yet. My name is 
Mirjam and about a year ago I started to write the ORE newsletter. 
My story with Operation Rescue began in 2017 when through a 
touch of coincidence and with the help of Google I came across 
the project and travelled to Ethiopia for the first time. I grew very 
fond of the people there and ORE became my dearest project.

In the name of everyone here I thank you all for your tireless sup-
port over these 25 years. Without these countless donations this 
25th anniversary would never have been celebrated.

Mirjam Zehnder
Operation Rescue Switzerland
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Tim

Head of Operation Rescue in Americana, Raquel, tells us of 
the fate of Tim (name changed), a 12 year old boy who has 
moved her deeply recently.

’Tim has been with us for the past year and despite his young 
age has experienced a lot of trauma. His mother is Christian 
and a strong woman who fi nds strength in God. She has expe-
rienced violence and abuse, and her relationship with her four 
children has been correspondingly diffi cult. Her eldest son 
was shot by the police, the second oldest slid into criminality 
and is now leader of a drugs gang. The third son had already 
been in jail aged 12, and recently in Tim’s presence, he was 
beaten up by the police.

Tim has suffered a great deal from all he has seen and expe-
rienced and what his mother has had to endure. Recently he 
has been suffering from hopelessness and dark thoughts. I am 
a psychotherapist and work with him a lot to try to ease the 
pain and suffering of all he’s gone through, and in particular to 
help with his anxiety. His mother said recently that Operation 
Rescue is the family he’s always dreamed of having at home. 
It’s the place where he feels welcome and loved.

Please pray for Tim and all the other children who suffer similar 
fates. We in ORE try to give them all the home they wish for 
themselves.’

Raquel Nogueira
Head of Operation Rescue Americana, Brasilien

BRAZIL

In Kolkata all our school age children go to a private school 
and are funded by Operation Rescue. There are several rea-
sons for this, amongst others that, in the state schools lessons 
are held in Hindi, the offi cial national language. However, our 
project children from families with little or no education have 
usually little mastery of this language.

Saina Singh, a girl from our centre, spent the fi rst four years at 
a state school where the days were often very challenging – too 
few teachers, crowded classrooms, and very little individual at-
tention made learning diffi cult. The change to a private school 
brought a noticeable change: expert teachers, more structure 
and, above all, teachers who really cared about their pupils. 
However, what helped Saina most, apart from the school, was 
what she found in our ORE centre.

Here Saina found not only practical support for her schooling 
such as books, clothes and her school fees. She found so-
mething much more valuable: a second family. Warm food, 
being taken care of and being really seen and supported made 
Operation Rescue a real home for her.

’Here I fi nd love, support – and hope’ she says. Thanks to 
Operation Rescue Saina can not just learn stuff she couldn’t 
at a state school, she can now dream of a good future. 
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Dawit now

Dawit then

Dawit comes from Eritrea originally, but was driven out by war 
and found his way to Operation Rescue in Mekelle. He had no 
one who could care for him, no relatives like some of the other 
children and so he became part of our ’cell family’ ( a family of 
several orphans living in a house with a house mother ), in our 
orphanage close to our centre. ORE became Dawit’s family 
as well as his chance for a life away from war and suffering.

Dawit got a good school education and became a model stu-
dent. He did his Masters in Financial Management and then 
worked for a few years for Operation Rescue as a book kee-
per. To earn a better salary and fi nd more opportunities he 
then joined an international NGO based in the Netherlands 
where he worked until recently as book keeper and fi nancial 
co-ordinator.

For the past few months Dawit has been living in Portland, 
USA, thanks to a visa he gained from the Diversity-Immigrant-
Visa-Program run by the United States.This program grants 
residence permits to applicants from various countries through 
a lottery system. People from developing lands such as Africa, 
Asia and Latin America get the chance to move to America.

Thanks to the support of Operation Rescue Dawit has suc-
ceeded in making the jump out of poverty, and realising his 
dream of a better future.

ETHIOPIA 

Saina
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Children in Mozambique

The head of ORE in Mozambique, Dálida Ruiz, estimates that up to 
70% of children in the village Namacata, where Operation Rescue 
works, already experience sexual abuse. This particularly affects 
orphaned children who are being brought up by older relatives 
or neighbours. They admit that the children are being exploited 
for money. It is particularly tragic when this happens because 
the families need money for food. Hunger in the community is 
rife, particularly when fl oods destroy their harvest. The affected 
families receive support in the form of food which Dálida supplies 
to protect the children from abuse.

Dalida relates the example of two year old Tonica who was being 
raised by her grandmother.

MOZAMBIQUE

’During the time before Operation Rescue fi nanced the centre, 
there were only activities on Saturdays and one meal for the fa-
milies. The grandmother always came with Tonica to eat. While 
I was visiting some of the houses in the area I noticed at her 
grandmother’s home an empty straw hut. When asked about it the 
old woman related that she offered Tonica to men there and recei-
ved food in exchange. I rang the social services and Tonica was 
taken away so that she would not have to suffer any more abuse.’

Dálida Ruiz
Head of Operation Rescue Mozambique


