






Meeting with government representatives in the government palace

The three representatives of the Tigray state government present at the festival were also impressed. That same weekend, they se-
cured an invitation for the management of Operation Rescue and its partner to visit the President of the Tigray region .
As a result, a 30-member delegation visited the government palace just two days later and was warmly received. The government 
thanked everyone present for their support of the local population.

Just two days later, a 30-member delegation visited the government palace and was warmly welcomed. The government expressed 
its gratitude to all present for their support of the local population, emphasized the importance of joint efforts in post-war reconst-
ruction, and assured continued assistance where possible, for example in providing land for construction or helping navigate other 
administrative hurdles.

This meeting underscores how crucial local anchoring is for the effectiveness of an NGO. Only those who maintain close communi-
cation with local authorities, communities, and decision-makers can build long-term trust, respond effectively to needs, and achieve 
sustainable change. The invitation to the government palace was not only an honor, but also a strong sign of growing trust and a 
clear expression of shared responsibility for the future of the region.

LOCAL ROOTS



25 YEARS OF OPERATION RESCUE ETHIOPIA 
– A REASON TO CELEBRATE!

Getachew Tesfay, CEO of Operation Rescue in Ethiopia, has 
been with the organization since its inception and explains 
below what the 25th anniversary means to him.

“Twenty-five years ago, the founding couple from Switzerland 
and I came together with a mission: to give children in dire 
need hope, security, and new opportunities. Many of these 
children had no one to care for them—they were orphaned, 
abandoned, and living in extreme poverty. We started with just 
a handful of children and limited resources—but with bound-
less determination.

The first few years were marked by enormous challenges. 
We had very little financial support, we had to overcome or-
ganizational and logistical hurdles, and then there was the 
ever-present heartache of seeing children suffer. With the 
help of our Almighty God and all the generous donations 
we have received we have since overcome many of these 

obstacles and have also been able to grow. Instead of just 
providing our children with food or a roof over their heads, we 
now also support them with their education, healthcare, and 
provide psychosocial support to their families so that every 
child can grow up with dignity. We also help families reunite 
and are committed to fighting poverty. Thanks to these efforts, 
thousands of children have received an education, hundreds 
of families have been reunited, and countless lives have been 
transformed.

But our work is far from over! Among other things, we want to 
focus even more on empowering families, creating educatio-
nal opportunities, and reaching even more children in remote 
regions.

Thank you for 25 years of hope, healing, and transforma-
tion, and here‘s to many more!“

Getachew Tesfay
CEO Operation Rescue Ethiopia

The children are getting 
ready for the parade



The independent seal of approval from
the Code of Honor Foundation attests to
the comprehensive quality of the work

and careful handling of donations.

FUNDING
The projects from Operation Rescue are fi nanced through donations and project

sponsorship. Each project sponsorship costs CHF 50 | USD 30 | £ 20 monthly

Swiss Bank Account: AEK Bank Thun, 3602 Thun
Acc: 16 1.004.603.08 | BC: 8704 | IBAN: CH28 0870 4016 1004 6030 8

PC: 30-38118-3 | SWIFT (BIC): AEKTCH22
For payments in other countries, please refer to our website:

www.operationrescue.ch

Gabriel with his new wheel chair

Access to a 
typical home 
in Americana

Joy of Life Thanks to Newly Gained 
Mobility for Gabriel

16-year-old Gabriel lives in the slum next to 
our children‘s day centre in Americana and 
suffers from a severe muscular disease that 
is steadily worsening. For an entire year, he 
could barely leave his bed—let alone his 
home, as navigating the steep path from 
his house to the street was simply impos-
sible. For this outgoing and cheerful young 
man, this meant no school, no meetings at 
the Operation Rescue centre, and hardly 
any social contact. He withdrew more and 
more and grew increasingly sad.

To give Gabriel a new outlook, Operation 
Rescue organized a sponsored run. The 
donations enabled the purchase of an 
electric wheelchair. But a wheelchair alo-
ne wasn‘t enough, as it would have been 
useless without access to his house. So,in 
collaboration with local professionals, a ne-
arly 50-meter-long ramp was built, leading 
directly from the street to Gabriel‘s home.

Today, Gabriel can not only participate in 
Operation Rescue‘s daily activities and at-
tend classes again but also attend impor-
tant medical appointments and therapies. 
His joy and gratitude make it clear: It‘s very 
worthwhile to invest in young people – pre-
cisely where they need it most.
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